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One of the first principles of international law
is, that all nations are equal, without regard to their
size or importance, or to the form of their govern-
ment; since the duties of nations towards each other
are the same as those of individual men towards their
fellow-men, and a dwarf is as much a man as a
giant.* It follows from this, that nations are bound
to assist in the preservation of other nations; to assist
them in cases of famine and calamity; to contribute
towards their improvement, but not by forcible
means, or against their will; to cultivate the friend-
ship of other nations; to take care of their honour;
a$.d the differences of religion should not prevent
one nation from rendering to another services of hu-
manity, and no nation should do anything to injure
another > and the intercourse between nations should
be mutually beneficial. Yet what is the practice,
and, apart from positive aggressions, how is it that
public morality in England has sanctioned the en-
forced introduction of opium into China, in spite of
the laws of the country, and whilst opium is an un-
mitigated evil, a means of debauchery, admitting of
no palliation ?

It is equally well established, that no nation has
the right   to  interfere in  the internal   affairs of

* Vattel, " Preliminaries/' "book ii. chap. i. sect. 18.